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576 Book Notices. 

La Bretagne, par Gustave Geffroy. Illustrations d'apres les Photographies 
de M. Paul Gruyer. Hachette et Cie., Paris, 1905. 4to. 

It always affords pleasure to find a book the author of which is in love with his 
subject; and such is the case with Mr.Geffroy. To him, Brittany is, not a paradise, 
but a great poem, a weird dream. Hence what he has written concerning it — a volume 
of nearly 450 pages, " edition de luxe," with most beautiful photolithographs — is to 
be judged from its literary aspect only, since the author makes no claim to scientific 
accuracy or to present systematic information on the geography of the country. Still, 
there is useful material, but dressed in a garb that would be exquisite if it were 
plainer, more simple. The author carries one through all Brittany, entering the 
peninsula from the north (the side of Normandy), and traversing it in almost every 
direction to its three seaboards. It is the journey of a literary tourist, prepared for 
his self-imposed task, as far as an eye for the striking is concerned, and sufficiently 
familiar with the history of the country to season his descriptions, and temper them 
with legends and facts from the past. The views and portraits of people and cos 
tume, due to Mr. Paul Gruyer, contribute to enhance the value of the work. 

The enthusiasm of the author for the land of Brittany is justifiable. Few parts of 
France contain so much of interest in the works of man, archaic, mediaeval; in every 
branch of art, be it sculpture, painting, architecture, or other. But th' quaint pre- 
dominates; the comparative geographic isolation of Brittany and its seclusion have 
had their influence on the culture of the people. The landscape is not uniformly 
prepossessing, nor is the land uniformly productive. The people have preserved a 
wealth of customs of old, as well as their local costume. They are doubly interesting 
on that score, and Mr. Geffrey makes the utmost of it, in word as well as in picture. 
His judgment about the great men of Brittany is, although influenced, of course, l.y 
the "immortal principles of 1789," not offensively flippant; while (after the present 
fashion in France) he treats religious faith and creed as a thing of the past, and bound 
to disappear as soon as people "learn to read and write," he still refrains from 
attempting to ridicule ceremonies in which the people sincerely believe. His judg- 
ment of Chateaubriand is pleasing to read. It is not a panegyric, but a fair ac- 
knowledgment, with sufficient allusions to that great writer's failings. . 

What detracts considerably from the merits of the work is its manner of treatment. 
Every village, every town or city, is rehearsed in the same fashion. First the history 
is rapidly sketched, then the artistic detail and the architectural description; always 
in the same order. This, in the compass of over four hundred pages, becomes very 
monotonous. Still more so is the author's habit of constantly using, not only com- 
paratives, but superlatives. Even domestic animals do not escape his predilection 
for a sort of poesy in swelling prose. Not a page is free from this fault. 

Of natural history Mr. Geffroy has no idea, so far as Brittany is concerned; and he 
seems to know only the names of the animals he mentions. A. F. B. 

Belacion de los Naufragios y Comentarios de Alvar Nunez 

Cabeza de Vaca, Adelantado y Gobernador del Rio de la 

Plata. Ilustrados con varios documentos ine'ditos. Tomos 1 and 2. (Co- 

leccion de Libros y Documentos Referentes a la Historia de America. Tomos 

V and VI.) Madrid, Victoriano Suarez, 1906. 

It cannot be said that these two octavo volumes are uncalled for. They present 

the advantage, to the student whose means are limited, of giving the text of original 

prints that are very rare, and of reproducing that text in a type which is much more 

readable than, for instance, the version of Enrique de Vedia in 'his " Historiadores 
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de Indias." The Editor might, however, be censured for giving only the text of the 
1555 edition of the Naufragios, whereas it would have been infinitely more valuable 
had he copied and properly annotated that of 1542, published at Zamora. But 
against such an eventual reproach we must defend him. He knew of the existence 
of that editio princeps; but there are, as far as known, only two copies of it in exist- 
ence. One of these, in a perfect state, is at the Lenox Foundation of the New York 
Public Library; the other, an imperfect copy (in which the pages lacking have been 
supplied by photolithographic reproductions), is in the British Museum. Such ex- 
treme rarities are not easily accessible from a great distance. The text of I54 2 
differs from that of 1555 in some respects, and these discrepancies are not as im- 
material as the Editor of the two volumes be.fore us fancies them to be. Neither is 
his rendering of the version of 1555 always exact. He has, with very laudable intent, 
endeavoured, in some instances, to elucidate the often confused original text — a thing 
that should never be done unless in footnotes or in an introduction. 

The Editor's comments on the two books written by Cabeza de Vaca are, fortu- 
nately, limited. To state that the customs of the Pueblo Indians of New Mexico 
were nearly the same as those of the shifting tribes of Texas, and to quote the 
manuscript of Villagutierre y Sotomayor: " Historia de la conquista, perdida y re- 
stauracion de la Nueva Mexico " as a source of primary importance shows, first, 
that the Editor has a most insufficient knowledge of the bibliography on the subject; 
secondly, that he has not the least shadow of an idea about the regions traversed and 
the aborigines met in the sixteenth century. The same applies to his appreciation of 
the cures effected by Cabeza de Vaca and his companions, after they had been com- 
pelled to become " medicine-men " for the Indians. With the insignificant basis on 
which he rests his judgment it would have been far better, for his own sake, had he 
desisted from expressing any. His comments on the career of Cabeza de Vaca in 
Paraguay are less objectionable, because they are shorter. He defends Cabeza de 
Vaca from the unjust slurs cast upon him by Azara, to a certain extent, and makes 
the true remark that he " used to sin more from want of energy than through acts of 
violence." 

In the first volume the edition of 1555 is recorded as the first, while in a footnote 
to the " Advertencia " to the second volume the Zamora print of 1542 is mentioned 
as the first. The well-known report of Hernando de Ribera of 1545 follows at the 
end of Cabeza de Vaca's " Comentarios. " A. F. B. 

Jahrbuch des Schweizer-Alpenclub. Jahrgang XL, 1904-1905. Bern : 
A. Francke (vormals Schmid & Francke), 1905. 

Statistics of accidents in the Alps, during the year 1904, sum up 49 cases, with 
5S deaths. This is a slight increase over 1903, and is accounted for by a more favour- 
able season and a corresponding increase of tourists. Three of the accidents 
occurred in winter, sixteen took place in the highest regions, and thirty-three in the 
subalpine. Only two guides lost their lives; fourteen tourists were killed while ven- 
turing alone into the range of lofty summits and glaciers far above the line of per- 
petual snow, and hence were victims of their own temerity. The other deaths were 
due to natural phenomena (avalanches, fog, and the like), to loss of foothold, 
exhaustion, etc. 

In connection with such statistics the first section of the year-book becomes of 
special interest. The excursions and ascents therein described were of peaks least 
frequented, over crests and passes of most dangerous character. It is perhaps ques- 
tionable whether the risks are in proportion to the results, whether it is worth while 



